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in increasing the tax receipts, and it forms to-day one of the
chief subjects of dispute in the Swiss cantons.

Another point which has attracted attention is that of
progressive taxation. Switzerland has now definitively
accepted the principle of graduated taxation ; and the can-
tons apply it not only to inheritance and to income taxes but
also to property taxes. Especially since 1870, a large ma-
jority of the commonwealths have inserted the principle into
their constitutions, and only a few constitutions fix the
limit of the progression. The system, far from causing
any wholesale exodus or any such startling confiscation as.
we read of from time to time in the newspapers, has proved
so satisfactory that, wherever tried, it has never been aban-
doned. There also, Switzerland is not at one with the United
States.

Thirdly, about two-thirds of the Swiss commonwealths have
rounded out their system of direct taxation by taxes on in-
heritances and on bequests. This movement is an old one,
and has gone hand in hand with the movement to supple-
ment the property tax by an income tax. The United States
are still in the first phases of the reform; for until very
recently the agitation was confined to an extension of the
collateral inheritance tax. Switzerland has passed beyond
this phase, for its system applies to all inheritances and
bequests, with a rate ranging from a fraction of one per cent
in Zug, to as much as twenty-five per cent or even more for
non-relatives in Uri.

Finally, the methods of local taxation are instructive.
Only a few cantons pursue the same system for both local
and commonwealth purposes. In most cases the income
tax is a commonwealth tax, while the local tax is a prop-
erty tax, and often a real property tax. In addition to
the local property tax, however, we find very generally a
local " household " tax, which is practically a system of poll
taxation designed to reach some of those who escape the real
property tax. The local tax system is moreover marked by two
significant facts. In the first place, the idea of progression,